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still he pronounced the situation bad: "The fact is that
whisky-drinking, added to the vicious tendencies of the
people who dwell in these wretched hovels, have demoralized
them to the lowest degree." Then comes the vehemence of
the mature Barnardo: "The Corporation of Dublin have
reason to be utterly ashamed that such fever dens and
loathsome sources of moral contagion are allowed to remain
in a city which boasts so many noble streets and imposing
public buildings!"
Ragged School endeavours, strenuous as they were, did
not monopolize Barnardo's zeal. Simultaneously he started
a Bible Class for children of the well-to-do: the revival
having proved that they were often as ignorant of the
Bible as slum children. And of the six members of his class,
one to-day is an eminent Christian barrister; one a trusted
Civil Servant in India; one a Church of England clergyman,
who, more than once, lifting high an inscribed Bible, has
exclaimed: "Were it not for the influence of Dr. Barnardo,
my old Bible-teacher, who presented me with this copy of
Holy Writ, I should not be standing in this pulpit to-day!59
But Barnardo's conversion enthusiasm carried him into
wider ministrations than teaching and visitation. Soon he
felt called to preach the Gospel to the poor. So, dropping
none of his Ragged School work, and continuing his Bible
Class, he, along with his brothers, rented two rooms in the
"Liberties53, and there conducted Evangelistic Services.
This was up-hill work. Barnardo's quaint description of the
district is suggestive: "There are some Protestants here;
but the majority of the population are deeply affected by
superstition, ignorance and whisky." Nevertheless, despite
difficulties, and in the face of opposition, the Barnardo
brothers continued for months these Evangelistic services:
and evidence remains that their labours bore fruit.
From now on Barnardo gave up all his spare time to
Bible study and Christian endeavour. Sunday found Mm
engaged in four or five religious services; five week-nights